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contact with are all of his designing; and we may
be sure of this, that God will make us just as
effective as he intends, and th^t we are often more
effective in, silence and dejection than we are in
activity and courage. We mourn faithlessly over
lives cut short, activity suspended, promise unful-
filled ; but we may be sure that in every case God
is dealing faithfully with each soul, and using it
as an instrument as far as it is fitted to be used;
and thus for an active man disabled by illness to
mourn over his wasted power is a grievous mistak^,
and no less a mistake to mourn over the unprofit-
ableness of our lives, for they have been as profit-
able as God willed them to be. We can only be
profitable to those for contact with whom God has
prepared both them and us ; and thus our duty in
the matter is not to indulge in any anticipations of
what our body may be able to do or unable to do,
but simply to undertake what seems our plain duty ;
and then we shall find that the body can often do
more than we could have imagined, and especially
if it be directed by a tranquil mind; and if it fails
us, that very failure is but the pressure of God's
hand upon our shoulder, saying, "Continue h>
weakness and be not dismayed*" If it is an error
to increase our own limitations, it is equally an
error not to give heed to them and to profit by
them; and, after all, the body is more apt to rebel
in carrying out the duties we dislike than in enjoy-
ing the pleasures on which we have set our mind.
The real reason of our faithlessness is that we are
so apt to look upon the one life in which we find